Medialization of electrode array in cochlear implantation.
In the last few years, the main thrust of research into cochlear implantation has centred around the development of advanced multi-channel implants. A new area of development is now concentrating on maximizing the potential of each individual electrode in order to improve the quality of hearing. This study involved the medialization of the cochlear implant electrode array using a silastic positioner in five patients. Two parameters were measured, namely current units needed to produce a stapedial reflex, and impedance levels between the electrode and modiolus. On insertion of the cochlear implant, readings were taken before the insertion of the positioner, immediately afterwards and at two months.